182            AFTER    THESE     MANY     QUESTS
hundred miles advance from Reggio, in Italy's toe, to t: positions just short of Bologna where the lines froze for 11 last winter of the war, the allies had liberated 51,000 squa miles of territory in fourteen months. In the wake of tl allied armies the engineers repaired {),«()() miles of road ai rebuilt more than a thousand miles of railways. In (lie s months' summer campaign then beginning the allies, it estimated, destroyed the equivalent of fifteen Gernu divisions, or half the total German strength employed.
It is true that the allies had complete air supremacy ai many more tanks and guns', but against that the German under their skilled commander, Kesselring, had all i! advantages of the difficult mountain terrain, full of seeming! impregnable positions, and the flexibility of one arm; Kesselring, in Alexander's opinion, was always best when i timiblc and a most difficult man to "catch oil' balance." I. hung on to the last moment but never quite long enough I get his army completely destroyed.
On the day after our C'ascrta briefing General Lee? assembled the Eighth Army correspondents at his "Tae headquarters. It. was an alfresco gathering in a small nalttn amphitheatre. There was the usual map pinned to a blael board, and the General, upon whom anxieties did not appe: to weigh too heavily, was elated and optimistic.
He explained the Eight li Army plans in more delai Cassino was to be enveloped and "pinched out." The tw arms of the enveloping movement were to lie forme respectively by the Polish Corps fight ing o\ er Ihe mounfaii on the right, and Thirteenth British Corps forming a bridg< head over the Kapido and Gari rivers on the let'l. \\V s; like schoolboys preparing lor a st ieUy evaminai ion. I I h<in;»l again of that sharp-tongued schoolmaster who prepared ni for the High Elementary School examination and hat expected to be called out to receive six of the best <m Hi backside.
No such thing happened, in fael the General urew cv< more genial. He made Ins plan so clear that even !h dullest boy in the. class could not fail to understand. "Firs the bridgehead; second, assault Cassiim from the west am join up with the Poles; third, clear Cassino and opetinental Hotel and the Baron's Palace, watched for the slightesthen when we felt we bad reached that er moment when you begin to outstay your \vi lemnc we our "Thank yous" and departed.erformers.   Our two artists were, I believe, the
